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Mr. Chairman, 
 
My Delegation would first like to express our deep gratitude to the Government of Ukraine and personally 
to you, Mr. Minister for having hosted this important Conference and its people for the warm hospitality 
we have received.  We also would like to thank the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, the 
representatives of intergovernmental organizations, NGO representatives and all participants contributing 
to the success of this important Conference. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
The World entered the 21st century with new threats to the mankind.  Describing these new challenges to 
the World Community within the confines of terrorism only would be an oversimplification if not over 
optimism.  Our planet is under threat not by extraterrestrial forces buy by our own man-made policies.  
This is a cross-cultural phenomenon, the responsibility of which is shared by all, perhaps more so by the 
more industrialized members of our community.  On the threshold of this new century which will 
probably be defined by the humanity’s fight to preserve its environment, taking environmental issues 
hostage for political ends should be a dangerously potential tendency which we must all warn ourselves 
against. 
 
The Ministerial Declaration we adopt here, today in Kiev, addresses many issues I have just mentioned 
and describes many aspects of cooperation and collaboration for ensuring environmental sustainability in 
Europe.  The Ministerial Declaration also highlights the new opportunities and challenges to make our 
decisions implementable and useful for future. 
 
The Declaration contains very significant goals such as promotion of good governance, transparency and 
accountability both at the national, regional and international levels; integration of environmental 
concerns into sectoral policies; improving access to better environmental services and creation of an 
enabling environment for increased investments. 
 
As reflected in the Declaration, we believe that achievement of these goals mainly depends upon closer 
cooperation among actors involved in the Environment for Europe Process.  Thus, we call upon all parties 
involved in the process to intensify dialogue in order to reach a common  ground on  many  of  the  
environmental  issues which remain unresolved.  We believe that initiatives for increased cooperation in 
the Region, such as the Environmental Strategy for Countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central 
Asia constitute an important step forward into this direction. 
 
Turkey, in its geographical capacity as a bridge between regions, can play a vital role in promoting 
increased dialogue and cooperation within the Environment for Europe process. 
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
I would in conclusion, like to welcome this Ministerial Declaration and express our hope that it will 
facilitate our efforts of moving towards creating an environmentally sustainable and more prosperous 
Region. 
 
Thank you. 


